QUEENSLAND CURTIS LNG VOLUME 2: CHAPTER 12

Plate 2.12.4 Watercourse Crossing

12.8.2

Trenching

A wheel trencher, rocksaw or excavator is used to dig the trench in which the
pipe will lie (refer to Plate 2.12.5). Controlled blasting will be used in hard rock
terrain where the use of this equipment is not feasible. At this stage, blasting is
not anticipated. However, this will be confirmed during the detailed design
phase. If blasting is required a Blasting Operation Procedure will be prepared
detailing the proposed method of blasting, including safety, drill pattern,
charges, explosives, detonation methods and debris control, prior to
commencement.

Blasting activities are strictly controlled by state legislation and standards and
are only undertaken by suitably qualified personnel. Prior notice will be given
to all affected landholders, construction crews and other potentially affected
parties.

For a 1,050 mm-diameter pipe, the trench will need to be excavated to a
minimum depth of approximately 2 m and a width of 1.5 m.

The minimal practicable distance of trench is left open, depending on the land
use, but is typically up to 70 km in total on a given pipeline. This distance
allows for the safe movement of all crews and timely management of the
various construction activities. Fauna and livestock management measures
which will be implemented to manage this length of open trench include:

e breaks in the trench to facilitate stock and wildlife crossing and agricultural
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